conservation area appraisal
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Introduction

The conservation area in Great
Waldingfield was originally designated
by West Suffolk County Council in 1973,
and inherited by Badrgh District

Council at its inception in 1974.

The Council has a duty to review its
conservation area designations from timg
to time, and this appraisal examines :
Great Waldingfield under a number of
different headings as set out in English
Heritawebd&uhdance
Conservation Area

As such it is a straightforward appraisal
of Great Wal dingf.
environment in conservation terms.

As a document it is neither prescriptive

nor overly descriptive, but more a
demmstration of d&équality
sufficient for the briefing of the Planning

Officer when assessing proposed works

in the area. The photographs and maps

are thus intended to contribute as much

as the text itself.

As the English Heritage guidelines pbin
out, the appraisal is to be read as a
general overview, rather than as a
comprehensive listing, and the omission
of any particular building, feature or
space does not imply that it is of no
interest in conservation terms.

Text, photographs and map olag's ©
Patrick Taylor, Conservation Architect,
for Babergh District Council 2017.
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Topographical Framework

The village of Great Waldingfield lies
about two miles nortleast of the market
town of Sudbury in southest Suffolk,
and about four miles south of the historig
village of Lavenham. It is situated on an
area of higher land between 60 and 70
above O.D., just east of a large level
area that served as a WWII airfeel

Land to the nortkwest drops into the
valley of the River Box, that flows south
east to eventually join the River Stour at
Thorington Street.

The OI¢ Rectory,
Co House

The modern village, known as The ‘
Heath, adjoins the B 1115 from Sudbury *
towards Bildeston, but the hamleband
the church and an adjoining hamlet of
Upsher Green are the original
settlements. Together these comprise th "}
conservation area and lie off thisroad = | 35 .
about half a mile to the east. [ e
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Whilst the surrounding countryside is
essentially covered witthe usual
overlying |l ayer of
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a pocket where this is hidden by
overlying glacial sands and gravels,
which continue as a minor ridge to
Newton and Assington further south.
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[ Upsher'

The higher grond on which the church
and its adjoining hamlet sit appear like
an island within a surrounding sea of
agricultural land. This separation from
the rest of the village should be
maintained and any development
required locally placed further west.

The vilage lies about two miles from the

main A134 Colchester to Sudbury road

| and the nearest rail link is at Sudbury,

C el :
Aissn \/ where a branch off the east coast main

line now terminates.

Suffol kés clayl ands,
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Archaeological Significance

Great Waldingfield has no site of great

significance in archaeological terms, but
the County Sites and Monuments Recory
lists about forty sites around the parish.

The oldest of these is a Palaeolithic hanc
axe and there ia relatively more recent
Neolithic axe head.

A stone mace head and a gouge date
from the Bronze Age and a number of
ring ditches and enclosures are likely to ¥
be of similar age. :

The Romans have left us a puddingstong
guern, pottery scatters and a sect of
Roman road, whilst in their turn the
Saxons have left a bronze figurine and
various other bits of metalwork.

containing significant amounts of what
could be Roman tile. There are also
three potential Medieval moated sites,

Babeagh Hall is in Great Waldingfield,
the ancient meeting place for the
In w ALDING FIELD Wullmer, a thane, held under Harold belore 1066; Hundred Of Babergh’ from Whlch the

1 carucate of land with the jurisdicton

Always 2 ploughs in lordship.

W ::ﬁ:r:dr“":ul:; ;\::nl::“ o:’(:-’:-\ Alwavs 1 horse, Alwavs 2 The name Of the Vl"age |S reputed to

Value then 30s; later and now it pays 40s,

holds there,

The Domesday survey of 1086 lists two
manors and one church for Waldingfield

o st B T j,"::“cfﬁ"ai‘ as a whole, but makes no distinction
Semp.t.uitey v.bor. .t fef . th putt, Sp 1.cis. m.dma betWeen thtle DGreat.

Sliua. 111, por, 7 880t sl i, Snr\ t. aq bra . w = Xt

por. . nul’ T-:c sab. xxx .ol -n 7 “Il'tdd xs.[at. Hx ditts

Tty 2SR b S de gl w47 b ey The church and churchyard provide the
ibn tesene, Eecls de xxx . 3cr,

usual Medieval interest, the church walls

along with a Postnedieval windmill site.

.\an:; .l‘ x:IIIJ.;fr: 5 !'I'JAHIVI:llﬂr’!\ Then | slave, now nane, modern DIStI’ICt COUﬂCIl takes Its name.

It has % Jeague In leagth and % in wadth: T%¢ In tax, whoever me an t h e é (0] p en ar e a
A church whth 30 acres, dwel l ers by the wol
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Intrinsic Quality of Buildings

Great Waldingfield has its fair share of
listed buildings, although only the
Church is grade |, Babergh Hall is grade
[I* and the rest are grade ll

The Church of St Lawrence was built at
the end of the #4Century of flint and
stone in the Perpendicular style with a
fine west tower. The chancel was rebuilt
in the | ate 1860606s
Butterfield, the great gothic revivalist.

Babegh Hall is a fine late 18/ early

19" Century house standing in its own
parkland a little to the norttwest of the
settlement, in neither the main village
nor the conservation area. Itis builtto a
U-shaped plan in Suffolk white brick with
a slate raf.

The remaining grade 1l listed buildings
are for the most part domestic and
variously timbefframed or brick built,

but also include a K6 telephone kiosk
opposite Prospect House, on The Street.

Pevsner makes note of two particular
houses fotheir chimneys: High Trees
(now known as Church Gate) is near the
Church and has 3 octagonal shafts with
star cappings, as well as a vine pattern
carved bressummer dated 1670.

He also claims one 16Century chimney

at White Hall, about a mile to treouth
west, is even better, but it seems not to be
listed.







Traditional Building Materials

Great Waldingfield has examples of mo
of Suffolkos | ocal
have been used through the ages.

|l s that

Timberframedconstruction is there but
not in an immediately obvious way, as
there is little in the way of jettied first
floors or exposed timbers. Brick or .
rendered fronts have hidden most of the &
clues and steep plaintiled roofs are all
that remain visible.

Exampes of timbeiframed houses near
the church look more authentically
ancient with their thatched roofs and
various large brick chimneys.

Soft O6Suffolk redd brick:
chimneys on many buildings, whilst at

Upsher Green there is a concerttom of

19" Century brick cottages with slate

roofs, many with pleasing polychrome

brick patterning in the local red and

0Suffolk whited bricks,
from nearby Sudbury.

Suffolk white bricks (wrongly described

as 0O0grey gtagid¢abhadsoben t he | |
seen to good effect on The Old Rectory,

an older timbeiframed building

refronted in the early 19Century.

The flint and stone of the church is
mirrored in the nearby Victorian school
building built in pebbles with white brick
dressngs.
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